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Berlin, October 6th 2008
Press Release 
Halma is distinguished 
for work of merit in the cooperation of East and West

European network of literary centres is awarded 
the „unification award – civic award of the German Unity” 

The network of literary centres Halma was awarded the “einheitspreis 2008” (unification award 2008) this weekend, which the German Federal Agency for Civic Education (bpb) assigns for the seventh time. The presentation of prizes took place in Hamburg on October 2nd 2008.
German federal minister Wolfgang Tiefensee, patron of the award, explains: „The unification award 2008 acknowledges the dedication and the commitment of citizens and associations for the German Unity and the cooperation of East and West in Europe. Whereas the commitment for the inner unity of our country constituted the exclusive focus of the award in past years, we consciously opened it for a European dimension this year.” According to the jury, Halma acts “beyond the mainstream”, creating “a platform and the means for development especially for young artists. Therefore, Halma decisively contributes to the manifestiation of diversity of European culture.”
In the year 2006, Halma was initiated by the Literary Colloquium Berlin, the Robert Bosch Foundation and the Borderland Foundation in Sejny (Poland). Halma currently represents 22 literary institutions in 16 countries: Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, Estonia, Finland, France, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Serbia, and Slovenia.

It would be great if you could include these news in your publications. For further information about the network, please visit our website www.halma-network.eu. If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me personally. 

Sincerely,
Sonja Schillings
Halma – das europäische netzwerk literarischer zentren

am sandwerder 5

14109 berlin

telefon: +49 30 816 996-15

e-mail: presse@halma-network.eu


